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A
MESSAGE
FROM PAUL
2

“

There is a crisis in our culture. It is a crisis that is hard to define or even notice. It is
crippling to believers and unbelievers alike. It robs us of energy, focus and passion. It
sets our life adrift. It is a crisis of meaning: Why am I here? What does it matter? Does
anything matter? After I’m gone will anyone remember me? And if they do, so what?
The Book of Ecclesiastes was written to address these very questions. Some
contemporary scholars have described this as a postmodern book. Nothing could be
further from the truth! Although the book is asking many of the same questions our
current culture is asking, the ultimate conclusions are the complete opposite. After
looking at the futility of a life without purpose and without God, the book returns to
the authoritative voice of the narrator who concludes, “Remember also your Creator
in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near”
(Ecclesiastes 12:1a).

As Christians we believe that there is a God who steps into our reality and says:
I am the Creator of this universe and I designed everything for a masterful
purpose. I define by my nature and character what is noble, pure, right, good and
beautiful. I have revealed myself through the design and order of the universe. I
have further revealed myself through my Son Jesus as described in the Scriptures.
I made you on purpose and by design. This means: You are not alone. You do
not need to face the very real terrors of this universe by yourself. God almighty is
with you. I am with you and I have given you each other to love, support and fight
together.
You are a creation of immeasurable worth. I have made you in my image and
your value is seen in the effort I put forth to reveal myself to you and the price I
paid for you by sending my Son.
You are created to be an agent of the good and beautiful. You have a purpose
that is worth fighting for. You are to stand against the terror of this universe and
the evil that has been unleashed. Your work will be remembered and built upon
for all eternity. The small things you do now are the seeds that grow in eternity.
Ecclesiastes is raw and honest about the pains, disappointments, folly and evils
of this life. This book is not a rant about the random chaos of this meaningless life. It
is a call to stand against the chaos with God and each other because we believe there
are good and beautiful things that are worth fighting for.

“

The teacher says; “I have seen the business that God has given to the children of
man to be busy with. 11He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has
put eternity into humanities’ heart… This is God’s gift to humanity”
(Ecclesiastes 3:10-11b, 13b).
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Exercise and reflection to do at
home prior to Commitment Weekend
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How to Engage with this Study
We’re so glad you’ve decided to join us in our journey towards Legacy. We want you to know
that as an overseer team, staff and a church, we’ve been praying for this season for a long
time and we truly believe God is going to move in our church body. We want to help you
fully engage during this season of Legacy so that our legacy as a church, and your legacy as
a family or individual, isn’t just a season. This booklet is your best tool to do that and we’ve
created it chronologically so you can track with us page by page. Here are four steps to
follow to engage with us:
1. Join a Legacy Group
a. We have dozens of groups running this fall that will be studying Ecclesiastes
along with our weekend message series – there are women’s, men’s, mixed and
couple’s groups at various times and locations throughout the whole week.
b. If joining a group feels intimidating right now, check out Legacy large group
where we’ll go through the group materials in a larger gathering. It’s happening every Tuesday starting in November.
c. T
 he group materials are included in this booklet and are designed to prepare
you for the weekend messages. That means you’ll discuss an idea with your
group and the following weekend, someone will preach about the same topic
– expanding, responding to, and digging deeper with the group materials.
d. Y
 outh and children will be participating in Legacy so families could use
devotion questions for family devotions as well.
2. Attend the Legacy Series
a. Commit to attending weekend services where we’ll be taking a deep dive into
the book of Ecclesiastes and what it means to choose a life that matters – for
the long haul!
b. If you can’t attend a weekend service, stick with us through the messages
posted online every Sunday evening, at jacobswellchurch.church/messages
c. S
 pace for notes is included in this booklet so you can follow along with the
Scripture and keep track of everything you’re learning and the ways God is
speaking to you.
3. Commit to Daily Devotionals
a. We’ve created devotionals that work along with this series and are designed
to deepen your personal discernment around Legacy. To get the most out of
Legacy, commit to doing these devotionals each day!
b. The devotionals are included in this booklet and are made to respond to the
weekend messages. That means your Legacy group study prepares you for
the weekend message and the weekly devotional responds to the weekend
message.
4. Attend the Legacy Night of Worship and Advance Commitment
a. And Save the Date! Our Night of Worshipa and Advance Commitment is
happening on Friday, November 8th from 7-9pm.
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Reading Ecclesiastes Well
The book of Ecclesiastes is at the center of our discovery of Legacy and it plays a critical
role in how we define what matters in life. Ecclesiastes is all about meaning which means the
way we study and receive from this book will have relevance everywhere we go. In our world
today, we’re always asking about meaning. Some people are shouting from every vantage
point claiming what they have to say is the most meaningful. Others are turning their noses
up claiming that nothing really has meaning. What we study in this season will have a
profound impact on ourselves, our families and the people around us. It’s an incredible
opportunity to shape our lives around what has true meaning and share that with the people
around us – talk about an opportunity to engage our culture with one of the most important
and common questions people are asking!
However, Ecclesiastes is also a challenging book that deserves some good context before
just diving in. Here are a few details that will help us in our exploration:
• Wisdom Literature: The literature of Ecclesiastes is part of the genre called
“wisdom literature” (like Proverbs and Job). These books are all about how to
live well. They are filled with images and metaphors that are used to convey
general truths about life. The Holy Spirit gives us discernment to apply these
truths to our everyday lives.
• Author Unknown: The author of Ecclesiastes is unknown. It is often attributed to
Solomon and some scholars have educated guesses about who the author may
be but what’s important is to understand the two voices speaking in the book.
The “author” is like a narrator who gets the first and last word in which he creates
context and proper perspective. In between those first and last words are the
words of the Qoheleth or the Preacher/Teacher. These two create a conversation that allows us to discover and express some of our deepest feelings and
questions about the meaning of this life. This book is real, raw and honest.
• Hevel: Hevel is a word used over 40 times in the book of Ecclesiastes, which
means it must be important. It will show up in our translations of Scripture as
the word “vanity” or “meaningless.” The problem with these translations is that
they don’t accurately portray the meaning of Hevel. Hevel is actually metaphor
that literally means smoke or vapor. In other words, life can seem fleeting,
difficult to grasp or make sense of, chaotic or unpredictable. Has life ever felt
that way for you? The book of Ecclesiastes is all about bringing meaning and
purpose to a life that is inevitably filled with hevel.
• Under the Sun: This is a book about the path of wisdom while we are alive,
or “under the sun.” What is the right way to live? It’s about living a life that
faces the chaos and uncertainty, knowing that God reigns above the Hevel and
lives before and after our time under the sun. This is key to finding meaning.
“Remember your Creator in the days when you are young” (Ecc. 12:1a).
For more information on the book of Ecclesiastes, check out How to Read Ecclesiastes by The
Bible Project on RightNow Media. Don’t have a RightNow Media account? Through Jacob’s
Well, you have FREE access to RightNow Media (think Netflix for Bible studies!). To create an
account, visit jacobswellchurch.church/rightnow-media/
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On Groups: Being a Good Group Member
We’re made to discover God and be in community with one another. With community comes
diversity in experiences, opinions, personalities and more! Here are a few helpful tips on
being a good group member and leader:
• Don’t Skip your Group: If you miss a weekend message or a few devotionals,
you might be tempted to skip out on your group – resist the urge! You won’t
feel out of place or left behind. We enourage you to commit to attending your
group and engaging with Legacy as much as possible.
• Encourage Everyone to Participate – If you’re a talker, this means you might
need to reign it in from time to time. If you tend to listen more often, try to
share a few more things than you might typically. All opinions and thoughts are
valued so work to create a hospitable environment for sharing.
• No “Hot Seat”: Don’t put anyone on the spot! Make sure to ask for volunteers
for reading Scripture or ask people ahead of time.
• Validate, Don’t Eleviate: The book of Ecclesiastes raises a lot of questions
and dissonance. You might feel tempted to solve problems or give the “right”
answer. Let us encourage you – sit in the tension and dissonance. Resist just
answering for the sake of answering and instead, redirect with more questions!
Resist the urge to resolve people’s feelings and instead, validate their experiences. It will pay off in the long run.
• Q uality Over Quantity: There are plenty of discussion questions provided
in each of the weeks of group materials – don’t feel the urge to answer all of
them! Some questions may not resonate with your group while other questions
might feel like you could discuss for hours! Feel free to dig deep and share
honestly. There are helpful “bringing it all together” questions at the end of
each week that will help you bring your conversations to a helpful endpoint.
And remember, resolution isn’t necessary!
• Watch for Email Tips: Group leaders, keep an eye out for weekly emails from
Jenna Kaiser, Formation Director. She’ll be in touch to give you weekly tips and
weekly intro videos for your group to play. Keep track of attendance and record
any helpful feedback, experiences or prayer requests so the Jacob’s Well staff
can walk alongside you.
• Be Respectful: It’s important to listen well. Try hard not to give unsolicited
advice. Make prayer a priority instead.
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Tips for Daily Devotionals

You may already know our vision at Jacob’s Well – “Wherever we are on our journey,
we will take next steps together to know and become like Jesus.” The “together”
part happens in community, weekend services and groups – but “knowing and becoming”
like Jesus also happens individually. We believe in order to know and become more like
Jesus, we must know Jesus in relationship. One of the best ways to achieve this is through
the practice of a daily devotional – intentional time devoted to being with God every day.
Everybody is unique. We all communicate with and receive from God in different ways. So
there’s no “right” way to do daily devotionals. But if you need some help getting started or
you’re looking for a refresher, here are some tips for the journey:
• Plan Ahead: Plan a time that you can commit to. Do you use a planner or
online calendar? Schedule your devotional time and stick to it – this will help
you prioritize it.
• Find the Right Spot: Choose a place that will help you commit. Some people
need a quiet space in their home while others need to be out in nature – try a
few places to figure out what works best for you.
• Remove Distractions: Turn off media, set your cell phone aside and set it to
“Do Not Disturb” if you are able. Let your family or roommates know when you
are doing your devotional so they can help keep you accountable and know
when you might be unavailable.
• Write it Down: Sometimes it can help to have a journal or paper with you
– either to keep track of the things you’re experiencing or to write down
distractions (like when those pesky to-do’s start trickling in, write them down
so you remember to attend to them later!).
• Pray First: Start with prayer, asking God to help you be attentive to Him.
• Pace Yourself: Work through the devotionals in this book slowly. Everything
else in this world tells you to rush. Instead, take this time to be thoughtful and
patient, careful not to miss what you’re experiencing or how God might be
speaking to you.
• Be Flexible: There’s no perfect time limit for devotionals. You might find that
some days, you only have fifteen minutes to spare, while other days you might
be tempted to spend nearly an hour in thought and conversation with God!
The goal is intentional engagement.
• Keep Coming Back: Continue your daily devotionals even when you miss a
day or when you feel apathetic. There will be days that the devotional provided
might not speak to you and there will be days when you feel like you don’t have
time to spare. Keep at it anyway!
• Take it to God: When in doubt, spend time in prayer and ask God to make
Himself abundantly clear to you. He will honor your requests!
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A BREIF HISTORY, THAT IS.
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2000

6

Families met in
Berthiaume’s
living rooM

2001
Jacob’s Well was OFFICIALLY
launched, meeting in local schools
2003
2 Worship services
were offered per
weekend

500

2003

people in attendence
per weekend

66 Acres of land were purchased 2004

2006
First Jacob’s Well building was opened

2006

1,000

People were attending
JACOB’S WELL per weekend
2008

2006
3rd service
was added
ON Saturday
nightS
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100 24

2009

People were attending
JACOB’S WELL per weekend
2009

Students attended
the first JACOB’S
WELL youth group

12

People BAPTIZED AT
1st Splash baptism
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Park IN EAU CLAIRE

2010
Rush was Launched
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2018
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700
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welcomed per
service with
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Center

People attended Christmas
Eve service
Jacob’s Well

2000-2007

2007-2016

2016-PRESENT
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the four challenges at jacob’s well today
a crisis of
meaning & purpose

our ministries
must adapt

Our culture has a crisis of
meaning today: Why am I
here? What really matters?

Our ministries must be
maximized to better serve the
changing needs of our people.

a large CAMPUS
TO MANAGE

we must plan
for the future

As our 80,000 sq.ft. campus
ages, we must keep it in great
working order.

We must build a foundation
for future generations and
leadership transitions.

to face these challenges, we need

ENGAGEMENT
Our primary goal through Legacy is that 100% of people at Jacob’s Well would
engage in this initiative to experience a life-changing encounter with God.
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How Will You Respond?
We are asking you to go on a spiritual journey with God and your family—
to take the biggest steps of stewardship and giving that you’ve ever taken.
1. ENGAGE IN MESSAGES & DEVOTIONS
My engagement in weekend messages and devotions will be:

2. ENGAGE

IN GROUPS
My Legacy group is:

3. ENGAGE IN CHEERING
My way to Cheer for Legacy is:

4. E
 NGAGE IN PRAYING
My Prayer for Legacy is:

5. E
 NGAGE IN COMMITMENT
My commitment to Legacy is:
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four opportunities for RESPONSE:

1

give a call TO A LIFE THAT MATTERS

2

maximize our current ministries

3

manage our large campus

4

strengthen the foundation of our core mission

We will challenge every family to reject the myth of ownership, and
embrace Biblical stewardship as the cornerstone of discipleship.
We will study the book of Ecclesiastes and discover the real meaning we can have in life, when we truly make God the owner.

Our pastors, staff and volunteers will work to update, improve and
maximize our existing ministries to meet the changing needs of our
growing church. This will include strategies to engage and reach
our younger “20-something” adults.

We will develop a comprehensive equipment replacement
schedule. We will then start a capital replacement fund and
contribute to it each year from our operations budget.

The mission and vision of our church has not changed: We will
continue to meet people wherever they are on their spiritual
journey and help them take steps to know and become more
like Jesus. However, it is wise and responsible stewardship to be
prepared for the difficult times that will likely come. In order to
prepare for expansion and future leadership transitions in the
next 5-10 years, we will deepen our emergency fund and further
reduce our debt.

“Remember your Creator in the days of your youth.”
ECCLESIASTES 12:1a
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GROUPS, MESSAGES, & DEVOS CALENDAR
Groups start off the week of Oct. 7-11 with GROUP INTRO. After that, every group
study is designed to lead up to the corresponding message and its devotionals. For
example, GROUP CURRICULUM 1 (anytime during the week of Oct. 13-19) leads you
into MESSAGE 1 (Oct. 19/20) which then is followed by Daily Devos 1 (Oct. 21-25).

LEGACY MESSAGES

OCTOBER 19/20: Hevel
OCTOBER 26/27: Under the Sun
NOVEMBER 2/3: Eternity in Your Hearts
NOVEMBER 9/10: Time & Seasons
NOVEMBER 16/17: Cast Your Bread
NOVEMBER 23/24: Concert of Prayer

WORSHIP NIGHT

NOVEMBER 8: 7pm - 9pm
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GROUP INTRO

GROUP
INTRO WEEK
FOR THE WEEK of
OCTOBER 6-12, 2019
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GROUP INTRO

GROUP CURRICULUM INTRO

WEEK OF OCTOBER 6-12, 2019

FIRST OF ALL...

Hey, You! (Yes, you.) Is this the first time your group has ever
met? Are there new people who have joined your group?
Spend the first 15 minutes introducing yourselves, sharing
about your job, family, and what brought you to Jacob’s Well.

OPENING
DISCUSSION
QUESTION

If someone younger than you
came and asked, “How do I
have a meaningful life?”
How would you respond?

WATCH
Watch Groups Intro Video

Read Together: Matthew 7:7-11
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. 8For everyone who asks receives,
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will
be opened. 9Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread,
7

will give him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a
serpent? 11If you then, who are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in
heaven give good things to those who ask him!
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GROUP INTRO

DISCUSS
This passage comes from the Sermon on the Mount, a larger
series of statements that Jesus made to give a picture of what it
would look like to follow Him. What do you notice about Jesus’
statements? What do you find surprising? What about it, if
anything, seems confusing or mysterious?
1. “Ask, and it will be given to you…”—has that
statement been true in your life?
2. What have you asked God for? What has He
given you in return?
3. What do you expect God will give you when you
ask for something? Does He usually meet those
expectations?
4. In general, do you tend to ask “What do I think
about that?” or “What does God think about
that?” What leads to you asking one more than
the other?
5. Where do you tend to seek? What do you think
Jesus means when He tells the people to seek?
How were you taught to seek God?
6. How do you know when you are seeking/learning
well? What has seeking taught you about yourself,
others and God?
7. Do you feel comfortable knocking on God’s door
(initiating with God)? Is there an area of your life
where God might be leading you to knock in this
season? What barrier, if any, is keeping you from
knocking?

BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER

How does the practice of asking, seeking and knocking
contribute to a meaningful life?

NEXT STEPS
Engage with Legacy—What will help you ask, seek, and knock in
this season?
• Commit to your group gathering
• Commit to daily devotionals
•C
 ommit to asking, seeking, knocking and making
changes as God leads.
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1

GROUP
CURRICULUM
FOR THE WEEK of
OCTOBER 13-19, 2019
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WEEK

OPENING
DISCUSSION
QUESTION

If someone younger than you
asked, “How do I live in light of
chaos and uncertainty?” How
would you respond?

Watch
Week One Introduction Video

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF OCTOBER 13-19, 2019

Read Together: Ecclesiastes 1:1-11
The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.
2
Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
3
What does man gain by all the toil
at which he toils under the sun?
4
A generation goes, and a generation comes,
but the earth remains forever.
5
The sun rises, and the sun goes down,
and hastens to the place where it rises.
6
The wind blows to the south
and goes around to the north;
around and around goes the wind,
and on its circuits the wind returns.
7
All streams run to the sea,
but the sea is not full;
to the place where the streams flow,
there they flow again.
8
All things are full of weariness;
a man cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with seeing,
nor the ear filled with hearing.
9
What has been is what will be,
and what has been done is what will be done, and there is
nothing new under the sun.
10
Is there a thing of which it is said,
“See, this is new”?
It has been already in the ages before us.
11
There is no remembrance of former things,
nor will there be any remembrance of later things yet to be
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among those who come after.

WEEK

Discuss

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF OCTOBER 13-19, 2019

1. In the introduction video, we learned that vanity is more
accurately translated as smoke or vapor. In what way does life
seem like smoke or vapor?
2. How would you answer the question in verse 3: “What does a
man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?”
Does this mean work is meaningless or a waste of time?
Why or why not?
3. W
 hat is the difference between work that has meaning,
purpose and value and toil that is empty and meaningless?
4. The book of Ecclesiastes is wisdom literature, which means
it shares general truths. Look at verses 4-6 and 9-10, What
general truth are these verses explaining? What has been
different from generation to generation?
5.In verse 8, the teacher is expressing the way we often feel.
When have you felt similarly? What does the world say about
taking care of dissatisfaction? What does Jesus say about it?
6. Read verse 11. Why do you think the teacher feels this way?
Have you ever thought are we really that important in the
scheme of things? How does that make you feel? This seems
to be the predominant view of many today. What are the
implications if we believe this?

Bringing it all together
Ecclesiastes 1 validates that we often feel without control—
life is like smoke or vapor. How can we respond to life when it
feels like hevel? What is God’s response to hevel?

Next Steps
• Pay attention to the ways you react to hevel—that is, what
feels like vapor or smoke and what is difficult to control and
often feels uncertain.
o What areas of your life do you try to manage or
control? What would it take to start acknowledging you don’t have control?
o Take the things that feel difficult to control or
where a lack of control frightens you and give
them to God.
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1

“HEVEL”
MESSAGE & DEVOS
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 19/20, 2019
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34

NOTES
WEEK

“HEVEL”
MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 19/20, 2019
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WEEK

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2019
Ecclesiastes 1:1-4
The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities!
All is vanity. 3What does man gain by all the toil at which
he toils under the sun? 4A generation goes, and a generation
comes, but the earth remains forever.

• The word vanity here is the Hebrew word hevel, which
translates to smoke or vapor. Life is chaotic and hard to grasp.
When has life felt like hevel?

“HEVEL”
MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 19/20, 2019
36

• W hat do you gain in your toil or work? What legacy is your
work leaving? How does your work bring meaning to your life?

WEEK

Tuesday, October 22, 2019
John 4:13-14
13
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be
thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give
him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him
will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will
not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
15

“HEVEL”
MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 19/20, 2019

• Sometimes when we try to understand that which can’t be
grasped, we’re just expressing the things we’re thirsting for.
What do you thirst for? (Money, better behaved/performing
kids, image, career, etc.)

• W hen has Jesus quenched your thirsts with Living Water?
Do you think he could quench your thirsts?

• W hat has satisfied you during your time on earth? Why was it
satisfying?
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WEEK

Wednesday, October 23, 2019
Ephesians 2:4-10
4
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with
which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

“HEVEL”
MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 19/20, 2019

• In the midst of hevel/chaos, what hope does this passage
offer us?

• A s we think about what is meaningful, what does this passage
say we are created for? How might your life need to change to
honor what you are created for as Christ’s workmanship?

• How can we live in response to God’s good gifts, pursuing His
goals? How might that begin to rewrite your idea of legacy?
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WEEK

Thursday, October 24, 2019
Philippians 3:20-21
20
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly
body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables
him even to subject all things to himself.

• W hat work is God doing in the midst of hevel/chaos?
Where have you seen him working in uncertainty in your life?

“HEVEL”
MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 19/20, 2019

• W hat does it mean for God to subject all things to himself?
Does that include hevel and what can feel hard to grasp?
What encouragement does that offer you?

• If our citizenship is in heaven, how should we spend our time
waiting for Jesus? How does this hope encourage you to
choose a life that matters?
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WEEK

Friday, October 25, 2019
1 Corinthians 9:24-27
24
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but
only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it.
25
Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it
to receive a perishable wreath, but we are imperishable.
26
So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the
air. 27But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest
after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.

“HEVEL”
MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 19/20, 2019

• In the race of life, what goal are you running towards? Do you
find yourself running aimlessly or running on a consistent path
towards Jesus’ transformation? What legacy are you leaving
behind you?

• W hen have you strived to reach a perishable prize (something
that can’t last like money, jobs, pleasure, etc.) instead of
something imperishable (people, transformation, legacy etc.).
Why do you choose one over the other?

• W hat disciplines might you need in your life to help you run
and live with meaning and purpose so that you leave a legacy?
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2

GROUP
CURRICULUM
FOR THE WEEK of
OCTOBER 20-26, 2019
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WEEK
OPENING
DISCUSSION
QUESTION

If someone younger than you
asked, “Life is short, how do I
make the things I do matter?”
How would you respond?

Watch
Week Two Introduction Video

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF OCTOBER 20-26, 2019
42

Read Together: Ecclesiastes 2:20-26
So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the
toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes a person
who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave
everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This
also is vanity and a great evil. 22What has a man from all the toil
and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 23For
all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even
in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 24There
is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink
and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand
of God, 25for apart from him who can eat or who can have
enjoyment? 26For to the one who pleases him God has given
wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given
the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who
pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.
20

WEEK

Discuss

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF OCTOBER 20-26, 2019

1. W hat is the teacher’s view of work? Do you feel similarly?
Why or why not?
2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:58 and Colossians 3:17—What is the
difference between these verses and Ecclesiastes 2:20?
a. 1 Corinthians 15:58 58Therefore, my beloved
brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
b. Colossians 3:17 17And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
3. H
 ave you ever committed to something that looked enjoyable
or like it would give benefits but later you found it stole your
sleep and rest? What did you learn?
4. Have you ever felt satisfied with God? How did you get to that
point? How could you find satisfaction with God?
5. Read verses 25-26—What is the difference between someone
who is following God and someone who is not?
6. What are characteristics of a life that matters? What does the
way you toil/work say about how you are living? Are you living
for your time on earth (under the sun) or are you living for your
Creator?

Bringing it all together
How often do you find yourself going through the motions of
life? How can you bring meaning to the things you are doing
under the sun? What’s the why behind your toil?

Next Steps
• Think about what you do every day—do you consider it
meaningful work or empty toil? What would have to change for
it to become more meaningful?
o What is one thing you can do this week to bring
meaning to your work? (Change an attitude, ask
God to help you view your work differently, gain
perspective, see opportunities for impacting
others, etc.)
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“UNDER THE SUN”
MESSAGE & DEVOS
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 26/27, 2019
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NOTES
WEEK

“UNDER
THE SUN” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 26/27, 2019

47

WEEK

Monday, October 28, 2019
Galatians 6:8-10
8
For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the
Spirit reap eternal life. 9And let us not grow weary of doing
good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10So
then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith.

“UNDER
THE SUN” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 26/27, 2019

• What is the difference between sowing flesh (planting what
doesn’t last) and sowing the Spirit (planting what lasts forever)?
Where have you seen evidence of both in your life?

• W hen have you grown weary from sowing the Spirit or of
“doing good”? What tired you?

• W hat impact would sowing the Spirit have on the people
around you? Your family, your coworkers, the retail workers
you come face to face with, etc. What is one thing you can do
this week to sow the Spirit?

48

WEEK

Tuesday, October 29, 2019
1 Corinthians 15:56-58
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
57
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ. 58Therefore, my beloved brothers, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
56

• When have you felt like your work or efforts weren’t worth it?

“UNDER
THE SUN” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 26/27, 2019

• W hen life gets hard or messy, what would help you remember
where true meaning comes from?

• How can your thoughts and actions model verse 58 to the
people around you? What kind of legacy would that leave?

49

WEEK

Wednesday, October 30, 2019
Psalm 90:12-17
So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of
wisdom. 13Return, O LORD! How long? Have pity on your servants! 14Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,that
we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 15Make us glad for as
many days as you have afflicted us, and for as many years as we
have seen evil. 16Let your work be shown to your servants, and
your glorious power to their children. 17Let the favor of the
Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands
upon us; yes, establish the work of our hands!

“UNDER
THE SUN” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 26/27, 2019

• W hat does it mean to number our days? How would
numbering our days help us gain wisdom?

• W hen have you felt satisfied by God’s love? Do you think
that’s possible? Why or why not?

• W hy would we want to be glad for the days that have
afflicted us?

• How can we be part of showing God’s work to His people
and leaving a legacy? What work has God established for
your hands?
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WEEK

Thursday, October 31, 2019
Colossians 3:23-24
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for
men, 24knowing that from the Lord you will receive the
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.
23

• W hen do you feel drawn to do work for people’s approval?
What is attractive about that?

“UNDER
THE SUN” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 26/27, 2019

• It might not be helpful to seek others’ approval, but what if
your work has an eternal impact on the people around you?
How can you change your posture from seeking approval to
leaving a legacy?

• W hat do we receive when we work for people? What do we
receive when we work for the Lord? What do the people
around us receive when we work for the Lord?
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WEEK

Friday, November 1, 2019
1 John 2:15-17
15
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all
that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of
the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from
the world. 17And the world is passing away along with its
desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

“UNDER
THE SUN” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 26/27, 2019

• W hat does it look like to live in the world, minister to the
world, but not love the things of the world?

• How can we assure we are doing the will of God during our
time on earth? What does it mean that it will last forever?

• W hat are you choosing in your life to ensure that your life
matters? What steps do you need to take this week to rewrite
your legacy?
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GROUP
CURRICULUM
FOR THE WEEK of
OCTOBER 27 NOVEMBER 2, 2019
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WEEK

OPENING
DISCUSSION
QUESTION

If someone younger than you
asked, “How do you know what
is beautiful?” How would you
respond?

Watch
Week Three Introduction Video

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF OCTOBER 27 - NOVEMBER 2, 2019
54

Read Together: Ecclesiastes 3:9-14
What gain has the worker from his toil? 10I have seen the
business that God has given to the children of man to be busy
with. 11He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he
has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out
what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12I perceived
that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do
good as long as they live; 13also that everyone should eat and
drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man.
14
I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing
can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it,
so that people fear before him. 15That which is, already has been;
that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what has
been driven away.
9

WEEK

Discuss
1. What is something in your life that God has made beautiful
through time?
2. Look at verse 11—what is set within us? What thoughts or
associations do you have with eternity—mystery, fear, joy,
anticipation, etc.?

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF OCTOBER 27 - NOVEMBER 2, 2019

3. T
 he teacher says God has put eternity in our hearts. What
does that mean? Eternity tells us that death isn’t right—that
this world doesn’t fulfill, and we can never fully understand
God—how might that increase our faith? How should we live
our lives in honor of eternity?
4. Verse 13 talks about taking pleasure in life—this seems
drastically different than the meaningless that the teacher was
talking about earlier in the book. Why did that change occur?
5. Look at verse 14—what three things are characteristic of
God’s will?
6. Consider Genesis 1:2 2The earth was without form and void,
and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of
God was hovering over the face of the waters.
a. Spirit of God hovers over the depths of darkness
and chaos—God doesn’t struggle with chaos,
He controls it!
b. In light of this, how can we move towards the
acceptance of hevel? How can our perspective
of eternity help us remember that God is beyond
hevel?

Bringing it all together
What challenges are you facing in order to participate in Legacy?
Do you see yourself as an owner of all that life offers or a steward, charged with using your time on earth for eternal purposes?

Next Steps
• Think through how you will engage with Legacy. What is God
inviting you into? What challenges might He make beautiful?
How could Legacy change your experience of God and of hevel?
• Use some of the group materials from this week and discuss
the questions with your family or friend group. How is your
community pursuing and modeling eternity together?

Attend the Advance Commitment Night on November 8.
Consider attending as a group.
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“ETERNITY IN YOUR HEARTS”
MESSAGE & DEVOS
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 2/3, 2019

57
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NOTES
WEEK

“ETERNITY
IN YOUR HEARTS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 2/3, 2019

59

WEEK

Monday, NOVEMber 4, 2019
Matthew 6:19-21, 24
19
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal,
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also. 24“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.
20

“ETERNITY
IN YOUR HEARTS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 2/3, 2019
60

• W hat treasures on earth are you tempted to store? What does
it look like to store treasures in heaven?

• W hat does it look like to bring meaning to the things on earth,
viewing them with an eternal purpose/perspective?

• W hen do you find yourself most tempted to serve the master
of money? How does it change your relationship with God?

• How can Legacy help you assure that you are serving God
with your resources? What opportunity lies before you?
(Check out Making a Legacy Commitment section. Pg 107)

WEEK

Tuesday, November 5, 2019

“ETERNITY
IN YOUR HEARTS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 2/3, 2019

Ecclesiastes 4:7-12
7
Again, I saw vanity under the sun: 8one person who has
no other, either son or brother, yet there is no end to all his
toil, and his eyes are never satisfied with riches, so that he
never asks, “For whom am I toiling and depriving myself of
pleasure?” This also is vanity and an unhappy business.
9
Two are better than one, because they have a good reward
for their toil. 10For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But
woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to
lift him up! 11Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but
how can one keep warm alone? 12And though a man might
prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—
a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

• W hy do you think the teacher is so adamant that people build
relationships with one another? When have you experienced
good community? What beauty comes from community?

• W hen have you found yourself dissatisfied with pleasure,
toil or knowledge? When have you found yourself satisfied
in relationships and community? What difference does the
investment in something eternal (people) make?

• How can you prioritize important relationships in a world that
says the secret to success is toil, pleasure and knowledge?
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WEEK

Wednesday, November 6, 2019

“ETERNITY
IN YOUR HEARTS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 2/3, 2019

Acts 2:42-47
42
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
43
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and
signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who
believed were together and had all things in common.
45
And they were selling their possessions and belongings
and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day
those who were being saved.

• The people in Acts were part of the first church after Jesus
had come to earth—everything had changed for them and
they made people their priority. They lived in community
because they had eternity in their hearts.

• W hat did the people in Acts do that had eternal purpose?
What kind of Legacy do you think they left? Do you believed
that we followed in their footsteps?

• W hat in your life might you want to model after the first
church in Acts? What is God calling you to be a steward of?

• Legacy is about a community of people coming together to
be the church. What part might God be inviting you to play?
(Check out Making a Legacy Commitment section. Pg 107)
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WEEK

Thursday, November 7, 2019
Deuteronomy 26:1-2
1
“When you come into the land that the LORD your God
is giving you for an inheritance and have taken possession
of it and live in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the
fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that
the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a
basket, and you shall go to the place that the LORD your God
will choose, to make his name to dwell there.

“ETERNITY
IN YOUR HEARTS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 2/3, 2019

• Do you believe that everything you have has been given to
you by God?

• W hy would God instruct His people to give the first and best
of all God had given them?

• W hat kind of legacy would be left from this practice?

• How can you incorporate tithing his into your own life?
How can Legacy help you take that next step?

• Take some time to pray over the Commitment Card you
received at church. Review the Making a Legacy Commitment
section, pg 107. Discuss with a friend or as a family how you
think you should participate.
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WEEK

“ETERNITY
IN YOUR HEARTS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 2/3, 2019
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Friday, November 8, 2019
John 14:1-7, 12
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also
in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?
3
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.
4
And you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How
can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.” 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in
me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than
these will he do, because I am going to the Father.

4

• W hen things feel like hevel, unable to grasp and chaotic, what
encouragement does it give you that God has prepared a
place for you?

• How has Jesus shown you the way in your journey? What role
has the Holy Spirit played? How has the Holy Spirit been a
reminder of the promise and eternity that awaits?

• Has your choice to follow Jesus changed the way you live your
life and the works you do? Do you believe that you could do
greater works? What does that say about the legacy you could
leave?

4

GROUP
CURRICULUM
FOR THE WEEK of
NOVEMBER 3-9, 2019
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WEEK

OPENING
DISCUSSION
QUESTION

If someone younger than you
came and asked, “When will I
have it figured out?” How would
you respond?

Watch
Week Four Introduction Video

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 3-9, 2019
66

Read Together: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter
under heaven:
2
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
3
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
5
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
6
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
7
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
8
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.
1

WEEK

Discuss

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 3-9, 2019

1. Have you ever felt controlled or trapped by a season of your
life? How did you get through it? How can we stop that from
happening?
2. What have you learned from previous seasons of your life?
What work do you think God has called you to in this season
of life?
3. If there’s a season for everything, how can we experience
more meaning and presence in our lives? Where can we find
the constant things and make choices that matter?
4. If this passage is true, it means that there’s always another
season around the corner (good or bad). How might that
truth reframe your priorities or what to act on in your life?
Are there legacies that have been left for you, patterns of
origin or cycles you could be a part of breaking?
5. Where in your life have you been waiting for the next season
instead of taking action while accepting life’s changes?
6. How would you describe this season of life you’re in?
In this season, what would it take for you to bring something
meaningful and beautiful forward?

Bringing it all together
How would you describe God’s beauty and meaning in your
life? Is there a place in your life that has been especially painful
or chaotic that you need to process? What would it look like to
bring those areas forward to God, so He can bring meaning and
beauty to it?

Next Steps
• Commit to working through an area of your life. Consider
meeting with someone to help you.
• Name the places where you need to embrace change, instead
of wallowing in it or controlling it.
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WEEK

“TIMES
& SEASONS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 9/10, 2019

71

WEEK

Monday, November 11, 2019
Romans 5:6-8
6
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died
for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare
even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

• Christ came at just the right time—how have you found that to
be true in your own life?

“TIMES
& SEASONS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 9/10, 2019

• God’s timing is always right. What season is it in your life?
Imagine your life five years from now—what beautiful, right
and good thing do you want to come out of your life?

• If you were to write an obituary for your life, what would you
want said? What plans do you need to make to achieve that
reality?

• How would having a plan or direction for the next five years
focus your life? What plans do you need to make with Legacy
to achieve that plan?

• If you commit to Legacy, what will you see happen in this
season? Is this just the right time for you to make a change?
What positive things could you be doing that honors what
Christ has done for you?
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WEEK

Tuesday, November 12, 2019
James 1:2-4
2
Count it all joy, my brothers,when you meet trials of various
kinds, 3for you know that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. 4And let steadfastness have its full effect, that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

• It’s not uncommon for us to try and get out of trials as quickly as
possible. According to James, what good comes out of trials?

“TIMES
& SEASONS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 9/10, 2019

• W hen have you found a trial to produce something good in
you? Do you think that was by your own efforts or by God?
A combination?

• How has God been helping you lack in nothing?
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WEEK

Wednesday, November 13, 2019
Ecclesiastes 9:7-10
7
Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a
merry heart, for God has already approved what you do. 8Let
your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your
head. 9Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of
your vain life that he has given you under the sun, because
that is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil
under the sun. 10Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with
your might, for there is no work or thought or knowledge or
wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going.

“TIMES
& SEASONS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 9/10, 2019

• W hy do you think the teacher is such a big advocate for
enjoying life in the midst of hevel?

• Have you been taught to enjoy life? Why or why not?

• W hy would God desire for us to enjoy life, making the most of
every time and season?

• How can you incorporate this into your own life, bringing
meaning to every moment?

• God exists and reigns above the chaos and the hevel how can
this help us apply the wisdom of these verses?
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WEEK

Thursday, November 14, 2019
2 Peter 3:8-9
8
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord
one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
• How do you view time? Does your view of time match God’s
view of time? Why or why not? How do you know?

“TIMES
& SEASONS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 9/10, 2019

• How can you take responsibility for your own growth in this
season? What steps do you need to take? Do you need to be
more patient with your progress?

• In five years will you respect the person you are today? Why or
why not? What needs to change in order to make that a reality?

• How can you make time to process and reflect on your life?
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WEEK

Friday, November 15, 2019
Ecclesiastes 5:10-12
10
He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor
he who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity.
11
When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and
what advantage has their owner but to see them with his
eyes? 12Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or
much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let him sleep.

“TIMES
& SEASONS” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 9/10, 2019
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• W hat does the teacher say about wealth? Do you seek
satisfaction from money or things?

5

• Are there priorities you need to reorganize? What is important
to implement now?

5

GROUP
CURRICULUM
FOR THE WEEK of
NOVEMBER 10-16, 2019
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WEEK

OPENING
DISCUSSION
QUESTION

If someone younger than you
asked, “In a world full of uncertainty, should I play safe or take
the risk?” How would you
respond?

Watch
Week Five Introduction Video

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 10-16, 2019

Read Together: Ecclesiastes 11:1-10
Cast your bread upon the waters,
for you will find it after many days.
2
Give a portion to seven, or even to eight,
for you know not what disaster may happen on earth.
3
If the clouds are full of rain,
they empty themselves on the earth,
and if a tree falls to the south or to the north,
in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie.
4
He who observes the wind will not sow,
and he who regards the clouds will not reap.
5
As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in
the womb of a woman with child, so you do not know the work
of God who makes everything.
6
In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your
hand, for you do not know which will prosper, this or that, or
whether both alike will be good.
7
Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun.
8
So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but
let him remember that the days of darkness will be many. All
that comes is vanity.
9
Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer
you in the days of your youth. Walk in the ways of your heart
1

and the sight of your eyes. But know that for all these things
God will bring you into judgment.
10
Remove vexation from your heart, and put away pain from your
body, for youth and the dawn of life are vanity.
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WEEK

Discuss

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 10-16, 2019

1. What do you think the phrase “cast your bread” means?
What is the heart of this passage?
2. Theologian Charles Spurgeon once said, “If we keep on
observing circumstances instead of trusting God, we shall be
guilty of disobedience.” What do you think this quote has to
do with Ecclesiastes 11?
3. W
 hat excuses do we make for not casting our bread or acting
in the moment? Where might you need to sow and trust God
for the harvest?
4. Why might it be important that we don’t wait to act? How
should a follower of Jesus’ life be risky? What kind of life is the
teacher advocating that we live?
5. What warning is given in verses 9-10? How should it affect our
thinking and actions?
6. Where in your life are you tempted to say, “I’ll do that when...”
a. When I have enough money... the right job...
more time... when my kids are grown...
b. What if God is asking you now? What might He
be asking you? WIll you make the bold action?
7. This weekend is Commitment Weekend. Take time to pray for
the church and all those considering making a financial commitment to the church as part of Legacy. Pray for each other.

Next Steps
What steps can you take this week in order to steward all that
God has given you, make bold choices and leave a legacy that
will show a life of meaning?

Next Steps:
• Think through all the things you are a steward of: time, money,
gifts, privilege, experiences, etc. How is God asking you to
steward those plans well in this season?
o Make an action plan to make bold choices
within the next year.

79

80

5

5

“CAST YOUR BREAD”
MESSAGE & DEVOS
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 16/17, 2019

81

82

NOTES
WEEK

“CAST
YOUR BREAD” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 16/17, 2019
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WEEK

Monday, November 18, 2019
Galatians 6:7-9
7
Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one
sows, that will he also reap. 8For the one who sows to his own
flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who
sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
9
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season
we will reap, if we do not give up.

“CAST
YOUR BREAD” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 16/17, 2019

• W hen do you find yourself weary of doing good? What
encouragement do you find in verse 9?

• W hat are you sowing in your life? What have you been
reaping? What will the life you are living today produce for
you in the future? Is it in line with God’s will?

• What actions do you need to take to ensure that what you are
sowing today will leave a legacy that speaks of God’s goodness?
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WEEK

Tuesday, November 19, 2019
2 Corinthians 9:6-8
6
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has decided in his
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times,
you may abound in every good work.

“CAST
YOUR BREAD” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 16/17, 2019

• How do you measure what you sow? What have you reaped?

• W here is God leading you to sow? What level might He be
inviting you into?

• What security is there in knowing there is all sufficiency in all
things at all times? How does that inform your decision making?
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WEEK

Wednesday, November 20, 2019

“CAST
YOUR BREAD” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 16/17, 2019

Romans 12:9-21
9
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is
good.10Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one
another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient
in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the
needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 14Bless those
who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in
harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17Repay no
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in
the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals
on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.

• How do your actions cast bread into the water?

• W hat kind of legacy would a person like this leave? How might
you want to rewrite your legacy so you could guarantee a
similar legacy?

• Name one or two things modeled in this passage that you
would like to implement in your own life. How will you ensure
you follow through?
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WEEK

Thursday, November 21, 2019
1 Timothy 6:11b-12
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness,
gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of
the eternal life to which you were called and about which you
made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

• How are your actions fighting the good fight of faith?

“CAST
YOUR BREAD” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 16/17, 2019

• Have you taken hold of the eternal life to which you were called?

• W hat actions do you need to take to proclaim boldly the life
Jesus has given you? What’s keeping you from acting?
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WEEK

Friday, November 22, 2019
Joshua 24:14-15
14
“Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity
and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.
15
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers
served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my
house, we will serve the LORD.”

“CAST
YOUR BREAD” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 16/17, 2019
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• Who are you going to choose to serve?

• What kind of legacy will you and your household leave?

• How can you bring meaning to every part of your life?

6

6

GROUP
CURRICULUM
FOR THE WEEK of
NOVEMBER 17-23, 2019
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WEEK

OPENING
DISCUSSION
QUESTION

If someone younger than you
came and asked, “Of what
time I have left, how can I bring
meaning to what I do?”
How would you respond?

Watch
Week Six Introduction Video

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 17-23, 2019

Read Together: Ecclesiastes 12:1-14
Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before
the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say,
“I have no pleasure in them”; 2before the sun and the light and
the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return after
the rain, 3in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and
the strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because they
are few, and those who look through the windows are dimmed,
4
and the doors on the street are shut—when the sound of the
grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and
all the daughters of song are brought low— 5they are afraid
also of what is high, and terrors are in the way; the almond tree
blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along, and desire fails,
because man is going to his eternal home, and the mourners
go about the streets— 6before the silver cord is snapped, or the
golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, 7and the dust returns
to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.
8
Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; all is vanity.
9
Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with
great care. 10The Preacher sought to find words of delight, and
uprightly he wrote words of truth. 11The words of the wise are
like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings;
they are given by one Shepherd. 12My son, beware of anything
beyond these. Of making many books there is no end, and much
study is a weariness of the flesh. 13The end of the matter; all has
been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this
is the whole duty of man. 14For God will bring every deed into

90

judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.

WEEK

Discuss

GROUP CURRICULUM

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 17-23, 2019

1. What does it mean to remember our Creator? Why is this
the teacher’s advice? Why do you think he refers to God as
Creator?
2. Verses 2-7 speak about what it will be like to reach the end
of life and in verse 5, he mentions the eternal home—clear
confidence of life with the Creator after death in the Old
Testament. It’s a final plea to remember the Creator, because
everyone will return to the God who gave all things.
a. But, the line “vanities of vanities” comes back
—the word hevel. Life is still hard to grasp,
chaotic and unpredictable. What has the
teacher discovered in all of Ecclesiastes?
b. What have you discovered about a life of
meaning? How are you choosing to rewrite
your legacy?
3. W
 hat does it mean to fear God and keep His commandments?
Why are those the preacher’s final words of advice?
4. What needs to change in your life to make sure you are
moving towards a truly meaningful life?
5. Take time to pray for overseers, staff and all the leaders and
volunteers at the church. Pray for the next generation to rise
up and be the church. Pray we will stay in step with the Spirit
of God.

Next Steps
• Take a step this week that will help you remember your
Creator—commit to the practice of solitude, reflection,
Scripture study, living out commandments, or taking actions
that communicate who God is.
• Will your life communicate that you feared God and kept His
commandments? Consider what things you need to start,
continue, or stop doing in the next year to make sure your life
communicates that you remembered your Creator.
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6

6

“CONCERT OF PRAYER”
MESSAGE & DEVOS
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 23/24, 2019
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NOTES
WEEK

“CONCERT
OF PRAYER” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 23/24, 2019
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WEEK

Monday, November 25, 2019
John 4:23-24
23
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for
they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in
truth.”

“

Lord, direct our hearts to understand the
fullness of your character, your heart and
your truth. Open us up to fully love out of
our adoration of you as a church. Help us to
honor you with our lives and within the life
of the ministry of the church. Teach us how
to worship you in Spirit and in truth. Help us
become open to what whole worship would
look like—from our minds, bodies and
souls—and help us to glorify you.

“

“CONCERT
OF PRAYER” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 23/24, 2019
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Pray over the ways we worship God as a church. Spend time
praying that our offerings to God would be filled with worship
and would be worthy of all God has given us. Ask God to lead
us boldly in the decisions we make with Legacy. Pray that our
congregation would be able to move towards being unrestricted in our worship of God, expanding our hearts and minds
to know more of Him and that our actions would follow suit. Ask
that God would lead us to worshipping with our whole selves
and that the things that restrict us would be lifted.

WEEK

Tuesday, November 26, 2019
2 Timothy 4:1-2
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge
the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and
his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2Preach the word; be
prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.

“

Jesus, compel us to proclaim your truth
and preach your message. Remind us that
your words are life even when it isn’t easy or
convenient. Use your words to rebuke us,
correct us and encourage us—and let us follow you as we hold each other accountable.
Only you can give us great patience and the
words to teach.

“

“CONCERT
OF PRAYER” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 23/24, 2019

Pray that the church stays true to God’s message and we proclaim it whether or not it is convenient. Pray that our response
to Legacy and Ecclesiastes would come with correction, rebuke
and encouragement. Pray for protection over those who preach
and teach the scriptures (pastors, staff, and leaders), both on
weekends and during the week. Pray that our church would
become people who are equally careful, patient and prepared.
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WEEK

Wednesday, November 27, 2019
Colossians 4:2-3a
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.
3
And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ.

“

Jesus, help us to not take the gift of
prayer—communication with you—lightly.
Direct us to our knees and continue to help
us desire to be devoted to communing with
you in prayer. Keep us awake and alert. Fill
our hearts with the compulsion to pray no
matter the circumstance and help us to see
the ways we look more like you as a result.
Help us see what steps you are asking us to
take and protect us from selfish motivations.
Move us into action with your Spirit, that our
prayers to you would instill confidence in all
decision making.

“

“CONCERT
OF PRAYER” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 23/24, 2019
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Pray that we would be a people of prayer—that our new prayer
room would be a catalyst. That we would become a people
quick to pray and continually invite God into all that happens in
the walls of the church. Ask that we as a people would grow in
prayer and that we would see transformation because of it.
Pray that you would be able to see your next steps through and
that each step would be guarded by thoughtful prayer, guided
by the Holy Spirit alone.

WEEK

Thursday, November 28, 2019
Acts 4:11-12
11
Jesus is “’the stone you builders rejected, which has
become the cornerstone.’ 12Salvation is found in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind
by which we must be saved.”

“

Jesus, may our resources, culture and
building proclaim that you are the Savior. Fill
us with your Spirit to boldly proclaim there is
salvation in no one else but you. Anoint our
tools and conversations to deliver the same
messages, that people would walk through
our doors and encounter your salvation.
Keep us committed to sharing your salvation
through our resources, messages and conversations. Remove the things that are not of
you and help us build the things that leave a
legacy that proclaims Your goodness.

“

“CONCERT
OF PRAYER” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 23/24, 2019

Spend time praying that the church would proclaim Jesus
as Savior from every vantage point. Pray that our whole lives
would leave a legacy that declares who God is. Ask for the
removal of things that are not of God. Pray over our conversations, our mingling, actions, decisions and attitudes—that all
would lead us to Jesus as the only source of life.
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WEEK

Friday, November 29, 2019
Ephesians 4:1-6
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2Be completely humble
and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
3
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the
bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called to one hope when you were called; 5one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all.

“

May we be a people who walk in a manner
worthy of our calling. May our overseers,
staff, leaders, members and attendees
pursue and grow in humility, gentleness and
patience, bearing with one another in love.
Holy Spirit, would you bring us unity among
one another—would our church proclaim
as one body and one Spirit in one hope.
Preserve the witness of our leadership and
give our overseers and staff the capacity to
showcase your love, mercy and forgiveness.
Would our journey through Legacy come
with accountability and would it compel us
to be faithful to You. Lord, would you be
glorified as the Father who is over all and
through all and in all.

“

“CONCERT
OF PRAYER” MESSAGE
WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 23/24, 2019
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Pray that the church might be a place where people have unity
amid diversity—loving those with whom we have nothing
in common but the gospel. Pray specifically for faithful and
equipped leaders who model a godly legacy—that the unity of
the church would be felt from every ministry, leader and person.

THE JOURNEY OF LEGACY
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Legacy is ﬁrst and foremost a
discipleship initiative. We’re all at
different points moving toward
restoration.
We want to learn new things about
God and about ourselves. We want
every single person at Jacob’s Well
to be willing to take a next step of
growth in this area of giving.
Whether you’ve never given
anything before, whether you’re an
infrequent contributor, or whether
you’re a consistent and thoughtful
giver, there is a next step God is
asking you to take in this journey.

how far can we journey
in the next two years?

step 1

step 2

Maximize operation and
ministry for the next
two years

Rebuild our
emergency Fund

step 3

Commission a relevant new
“20-somethings” ministry
Add to the emergency fund
Build capital replacement fund
Complete and renovate key
areas of our existing facility

Completely pay off the
North Venue mortgage
from 2011

step 1
IS COMPLETE
WHEN we raise:

$7.7M

Completely pay off the 2006
Theater mortgage lowering
our debt by 45-50%

Pay off 20% of the 2006
mortgage for The Theater

steps 1 & 2
are COMPLETE
WHEN we raise:

$8.4M

Begin to prepare the
north 96 acres for
future ministries

Ministry expansion,
Add to emergency fund &
Capital replacement fund

steps 1, 2 & 3
are COMPLETE
WHEN we raise:

$10M

TURN THE PAGE TO UNPACK THESE 3 STEPS
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Here’s what’s possible with
100% Engagement in Legacy
Step 1: WHEN we RAISE $7.7M over the next two years

Maximize Operations and Ministry: In this step we will continue to fund the
operations and the excellent ministries that Jacob’s Well offers. This means paying salaries and expenses associated with JW Kids, Student Ministry, JW Care,
Worship, Teaching, Discipleship and Groups; and paying for things like utilities,
snow removal, janitorial, insurance and all of the expenses it takes to run and
maintain the Jacob’s Well campus. During this time, we will be maximizing every
ministry system and process we have in place to ensure they are all the best they
can be. Effective, streamlined ministry systems will lead to scalability and will
help others who come to Jacob’s Well join in, wherever they are on their journey.
Rebuild our Emergency Fund: We believe, having an emergency fund is part of
stewarding the resources of the church wisely. Over the years, Jacob’s Well has
always had an emergency fund which has allowed the church to continue offering
great ministry even in tougher economic times. We have never needed to lay off
staff because our emergency fund helps us through those leaner times. Recently
as we closed on the loan for the new Worship Center, we pulled the emergency
fund to allow for a larger down-payment on the loan at closing. In Step 1 we will
replenish these monies used from the emergency fund.
Pay off the North Venue Mortgage: With pledges reaching $7.7M in Step 1,
we’ll be able to pay off the remainder of the mortgage on the North Venue.
Paying off this mortgage will result in $75k per year in savings which can be
directed right back into new ministries. This would represent an 18% reduction in
our overall debt.

Step 2: WHEN we RAISE $8.4M over the next two years

Everything in Step 1: With $8.4M pledged over the next two years, everything
in Step 1 will be funded as well as the Step 2 Items listed below
Commission a New “20-Somethings” Ministry: Truth is, we have a crisis of
meaning in our culture today. People are asking, “Why am I here”, “What really
matters”, and “What is my purpose”? In no age group is this more prevalent with
those who fall between high school graduation and getting married/having children. Traditionally, the wander years have lasted for a period of 5 years or less,
but we now see a trend where young people are getting married later in their
20s or even into their 30s and waiting to have children until their early to mid
30s. Since “marriage” and “having children” are two major life events that draw
young people back to church, that gap in time could be as much as 10-15 years.
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Not to mention more people are remaining single, growing the need to minister
to singles well. We think it is critical to engage this group in wisdom and truth,
closing the gap so people can experience Jesus at every life stage. Generational
impact is a cornerstone of what Legacy is all about.
Add to the Emergency Fund: In Step 2 we’ll expand the emergency fund by
another $300k. As our Ministry and Operations budget has grown over the last
few years, we need to expand the emergency fund to match that growth.
Build a Capital Replacement Fund: God has blessed Jacob’s Well with an
amazing 80,000 sq. ft. campus with which to do impactful ministry. We are the
caretakers of this facility and all the property that goes along with it. Parts of
the campus will soon be fifteen years old. Many of the components and systems
in the facility will begin to show their age and may need repair or replacement
soon. By “seeding” a capital replacement fund, we will be sure to have the funds
set aside to make repairs or replacements as needed in the future and avoid
being “surprised” when something breaks down.
Complete and Renovate Key Areas of our Existing Facility: Several smaller
projects remain around our campus including:
• Additional preschool bathrooms
• Building out the upper video control room
• Replacing the main Jacob’s Well entrance sign
• Completing the interior and exterior building signage
• Completing campus landscaping
• Completing the JW Kids security plan
Pay off 20% of the 2006 Mortgage: With $8.4M pledged, we’ll be able to pay
off 20% of the remaining mortgage from the original building in 2006; resulting
in $1.5M of overall debt reduction from paying off the North Venue mortgage
and paying down 20% of the 2006 mortgage. After Steps 1 and 2, we will have
reduced our overall debt by 25%

Step 3: When we RAISE $10M over the next two years

Everything in Step 1 and Step 2: When we raise $10M over the next two years,
we will be able to fund all of the items in Steps 1 and 2. In addition, we will be
able to accomplish the following items:
Completely Pay Off the Remainder of the 2006 Mortgage:
Paying off both the first and the second mortgages represents a
45-50% reduction in the overall debt of the church. This move will
free up almost $250K per year in savings.
Begin to Prepare the 96 Acres: In this step, we’ll set aside funds
to begin cleaning up the land and preparing for future ministry
opportunities God has planned for that site.
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Exercise and reflection to do at
home prior to Commitment Weekend
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MAKE A PLAN
1. List out the financial commitments you currently have—those that go
beyond a one-time payment and have a time duration to them. Examples
would be a home mortgage, a lease agreement, a car loan, a cell phone
contract, your child’s tuition for school, your own tuition for school, etc.
2. N ow, write out the commitment you are planning to make for Legacy.
Where does it fall in the priority of these other commitments? Do you
need to change or modify one or more of these other commitments in
order to be able to fulfill your Legacy commitment? What if you wanted
to raise your Legacy commitment? What would that require? Is there a
financial commitment you currently have that appears to be prioritized
above your ability to make a truly surrendered giving commitment?
With your current priorities, are you fully engaged with God’s mission
of helping people take their next step with Christ?
3. If someone who didn’t know you looked at your financial commitments,
what would they say you value?
4. Would that statement be true about you? Or, is there something that
needs to be explained or modified?
5. If you keep this commitment over the next two years, what spiritual
transformation will occur in you?
6. How will you leverage this change to influence others such as your
children, your co-workers, your friends, your family, or others in your
circles of influence?

PRAY
Pray over your commitment as you prepare to lay your card at the altar on
Commitment Weekend November 17/18. Prayer is the most important thing in this
whole process, and prayer is what gives us the bold heart of Christ within us.

Let’s do this!
Let’s be people who boldly surrender ourselves to God in every area of our lives.

Let’s Check
out the
Commitment
card!
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1
2

5

3

6

4

7

8
TRY IT OUT!
1. Write down what you normally give in one year.
2. Not giving a full tithe of 10%? Write down the amount it would take to
increase your giving to 10% of your yearly income.

3. If God is leading you to do so, write down the amount you want to
give OVER your tithe

4. Add up lines 1–3
5. Double the amount in line 4 to see how much your giving will amount
to over two years.

6. If God has blessed you over and above, and you have any stored
resources (stocks, real estate, savings, etc.) you wanted to give, write
down the value of these resources here.

7. Write the total of lines 5 & 6 here.
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8. Make sure you write down your contact info!

GIFT LEVEL CHART

HOW DO WE DO THIS? WITH 100% ENGAGEMENT
You may think your gift doesn’t matter when compared to our total goal for Legacy.
You’re wrong! Every gift matters to God. It’s not about the amount, but what that
amount means to you. (Matt 12: 41-44) Use this table to see how your monthly gift
adds up over two years!
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OUR GENEROSITY JOURNEYS
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Stewardship Pathway
5 Next Steps in a Life of Stewardship
These stages focus on behaviors and attitudes of our hearts—our discipleship—rather than
on amounts or percentages. Each step represents growth in a lifestyle of giving and sacriﬁce
that transforms us into the likeness of Christ who gave up everything.
INITIAL GIVER
An Initial Giver is someone who decides
to give for the first time, out of a response
to God’s Word about giving. This is someone who decides to give something and
trust God and the leaders of the Church
with this gift.
CONSISTENT GIVER
A Consistent Giver is someone who
commits to give something on a regular
basis. Consistent Givers start to think of
their giving in the same way they think
about other budget expenses that are
always paid, regardless of seasons of
plenty or want. They often set up an
online recurring gift to help.

SURRENDERED GIVER
A Surrendered Giver is someone who
recognizes the cost Christ paid on the
cross for us and is surrendered to honoring
God with 100% of their resources as a
result. A Surrendered Giver gives in a way
that changes them. Their giving governs
their spending/saving rather than their
spending/saving governing their giving.
A Surrendered Giver isn’t concerned with
what they ARE giving but more concerned
with what they’re NOT giving and why.
They seek to honor God with 100% of
what He has given them, whether direct
monetary giving or a God-honoring use
of an existing resource like a home or a
vehicle.

INTENTIONAL GIVER
Intentional Givers think about giving in
relation to other things they spend their
money on: “Why do I give the cable
company or my cell provider more money
than I give to God?” They consider a percentage or amount they want to commit to
in order to consciously grow in their giving.
Intentional Givers look at their budget
and consider how their giving reﬂects
their view of God and commitment to His
Kingdom. This may also be the point when
someone begins to tithe, which is being
intentional about a certain amount or
percentage that they want to give to God.

LIFETIME GIVER
A Lifetime Giver is someone who thinks
about the long-term effects of stewardship rather than month-to-month, or even
year-to-year, giving. A Lifetime Giver
makes decisions in the short-term that
have longer-term effects as it relates to
their giving capacity. They think of what
home they buy, what car they purchase,
and how much savings they choose to
keep all in relation to their giving capacity.
A Lifetime Giver might be someone who
has a lifetime giving goal that governs
their larger-ticket decisions. Much like a
Surrendered Giver makes a commitment
that will govern his/her monthly and
annual decisions, a Lifetime Giver makes
a lifetime or longer-term giving commitment that governs his/her larger-item
purchases like homes, cars, investments,
and the like.
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INITIAL GIVER
0

2,500
0

2,500

5,000
500

5,500
Michael is a new believer and has never given before. He is now starting several
spiritual disciplines, including stewardship. It’s a huge step of faith, but Michael plans
to commit 5% of his $50,000 income ($2,500) each year, plus $500 from his savings,
for a total two-year contribution of $5,500 to the Legacy Initiative.

CONSISTENT GIVER
500

1,250
0

1,750

3,500
500

4,000
Jennifer has recently witnessed radical changes in people’s lives through the ministry
of the church. So far, she has been giving casually, if she has extra cash on hand during
offering time. However, she now feels led to become more consistent in her giving. Her
plan is to increase her usual annual giving of $500 by $1,250, bringing her to a total of
$1,750 a year, or 5% of her $35,000 income. With the addition of $500 from a vacation
savings fund, in two years she will have given $4,000 to the Legacy Initiative.
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INTENTIONAL GIVER
6,000
6,000
0

12,000

24,000
2,000

26,000
Peter and Rebecca have given consistently to the church at a steady 5%. With a
combined income of $120,000, they contribute $6,000 each year. Legacy, however,
has prompted them to tithe a full 10%. It will require some lifestyle adjustments to
give $12,000 a year, but they know it’s what God is calling them to do. Also, they’ve
been saving for a boat, but have decided to give the $2,000 in that account as well.
They are now planning to give $26,000 to the church over the next two years.

SACRIFICIAL GIVER
7,000
1,400
0

8,400

16,800
2,000

18,800
Anthony developed the discipline of tithing years ago and has seen God’s provision
again and again. He feels blessed to be at a church that shares his passion for
missions and helping those in need. Anthony will increase his giving percentage
from 10% to 12% of his annual income of $70,000, or $8,400 a year. Over two years,
with the addition of $2,000 from the sale of a motorcycle, he looks forward to giving
$18,800 to the Legacy Initiative.
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LIFETIME GIVER

13,500
1,500
0

15,000

30,000
10,000

40,000
Judith loves to give of her time, talents, and resources. She has given 15% of her
$90,000 income ($13,500) to the church in recent years, but is inspired to increase the
annual amount to $15,000. A company she invested in years ago is no longer of interest
to her, so she is arranging to transfer those shares to the church. Judith can’t wait to
give $40,000 to the Legacy Initiative.
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Explanation of the One Fund Approach
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You may have been part of church campaigns in the past where you were asked to give a second gift “above and beyond” your usual gifts to complete special projects. At Jacob’s Well
these have been used to make new buildings and ministries possible. Normally, you gave that
gift to the “Building Fund” and you also continued to give to the “General Fund.” This type
of giving is potentially confusing to people who either don’t have a baseline for their “usual
giving” or who aren’t able to really celebrate the total giving at Jacob’s Well in one single
number. We believe we’re all on ONE MISSION—to passionately share the message of Jesus
Christ and lead people to follow Him.
The Legacy Initiative will last two years. In those two years, every gift given to Jacob’s Well
will go to the Legacy Initiative.
We’ve included a sample Commitment Card (pg 110) so you can see how a “One Fund
Initiative” works. Please take the time to fill this out, but don’t worry, you’ll get a shiny new
one to submit on Commitment Weekend, November 17/18.
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LIFESTYLE STEWARDSHIP
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Creative Ways to Give More Deeply
Legacy relies on church members making gifts that expand and accelerate their current
level of giving. The best path to increased giving is the spiritual path, where you set your
heart on things above. Financial priorities then take shape from the spiritual priorities. One
way of defining this is “Lifestyle Stewardship,” a term used to describe a level of giving
that affects one’s living. The challenge of Lifestyle Stewardship is to find ways, boldly and
prayerfully, to let your giving impact your life! King David declared, “I will not sacrifice to the
Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” (2 Samuel 24:24 NIV) David understood
the gift that would touch the heart of God must first touch the heart of the giver! This is the
spirit of Lifestyle Stewardship: If it is for my God, my gift must have value and meaning to me.
Often, Lifestyle Giving means giving up something in one area so that you can give more of
yourself in another. The three keys to effectiveness in Lifestyle Stewardship are:
• Reassess lifestyle

• Rearrange priorities

• Reallocate resources

Many believers have been amazed at their ability to give more generously to their church.

The following seven steps are
offered to help you in this regard.
1. Practice Priority Budgeting
Many families will choose to
rearrange their priorities and give
up something in their current
budget in order to give more to
a stewardship initiative. Priority
budgeting may mean postponing
a planned expenditure such as a
new car, vacation, home remodeling, or other major purchase.
Many Christians giving to capital
stewardship campaigns find a way
to give through sacrificial commitments made in faith and coupled
with priority budgeting.

2. R
 edirect Present Expenditures
Often, families have significant
short-term expenditures for special
needs. One example is the large
expenditure a family incurs for a
child to attend college. A family
realized that their daughters would
be graduating from college during
the two years of the stewardship
initiative and, as a result, they were
able to increase their commitment to
the second year of the campaign by
thousands of dollars by giving what
they had been spending on their
daughters’ tuition. Another example
would be the cash flow that is freed
up when a loan is paid off.
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3. Increased Giving with
Increased Income
Some people receive periodic
increases in salary or bonuses from
their employers. The temptation
for many of us is to increase our
lifestyle to fit the higher income.
In many instances, families have
decided that they will commit the
full amount of salary increases.

4. G
 ive from Your Excess
A young man decided that two
collectors’ baseball cards worth
over $20,000 he had been holding
for a number of years would be the
most appropriate means of touching sacrifice for his family. Some
families save money over a period
of years for a special project. A
couple had saved $80,000 to build
a lake cabin. When their church
entered a stewardship initiative,
they decided the needs of the
church were greater than their
need for a second home.

5. Commit

Unexpected Cash
Often, people pray for God to
show them a way they can give
beyond what they can presently
see or afford. Sometimes, the
answers come unexpectedly. A
couple had been praying for weeks
about their commitment to the
church stewardship initiative. Much
to their surprise, they received an
inheritance of several thousand
dollars. They gave the entire
amount to their church as part of
their two-year commitment, in
addition to a commitment from
their regular income.

6. S
 acrifice Your Extra Time
Some family members have extra
time they would be willing to use
in a part-time job to be able to
give more to the church. This is
particularly true for families whose
children are grown and away from
home and for semi-retired or
retired couples. A man was in the
process of retiring when his church
entered a campaign. He and his
wife secured new jobs and gave
the first two years of their retirement income to the stewardship
initiative.

7. D
 onate Appreciated Assets (Stored Resources)
Many people own stocks that are worth significantly more than the original
purchase price. That is good news. The bad news is that if these stocks are
sold, a significant portion of the gain would be lost to taxation. Gifts of appreciated assets—typically investment securities or real estate—can be very
advantageous to both the donor and to the church. By transferring ownership
of the asset to the church, the donor avoids capital gains taxes on the sale of
the asset. In addition, the donor receives an income tax charitable deduction
for the full market value of the asset. That, in effect, makes these gifts less
costly to make. BELOW IS A TABLE SHOWING YOU THE BENEFIT WHEN
YOU MAKE YOUR GIFT GO FURTHER WITH PRE-TAX GIVING.

SELL APPRECIATED ASSETS
AND GIFT THE NET PROCEEDS

GIVE APPRECIATED
ASSET DIRECLTY

VALUE OF ASSET

VALUE OF ASSET

$12,000

$12,000

ORIGINAL PURCHASE PRICE

ORIGINAL PURCHASE PRICE

$3,000

$3,000

AMOUNT OF APPRECIATION

AMOUNT OF APPRECIATION

$9,000

$9,000

CAPITAL GAINS TAX*

CAPITAL GAINS TAX

$2,340

$0

PROCEEDS TO CHURCH

PROCEEDS TO CHURCH

$9,660

$12,000

*Assumes 12-month holding period,
15% capital gains tax,
6% state income tax rate.

Though it is important to invest your
giving to further the mission of the
ministry God has laid on your heart, it
is also important to consider the tax
implications of making a gift to the
church. Before making a commitment of
this type, please consult your CPA, tax
attorney, or other financial advisor.
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AND NOW, A FINAL WORD.
Giving does not have to be in equal increments over the two-year period of
the campaign. You might be able to give more in the second year than in the
first. As you think about your financial commitment to the campaign, think not
just of your potential to give right now, but also of your potential to give in the
future. It might be that you can make a two-year commitment in which 35-40%
is given in the first year, and 60-65% is given in the second year.
Finally, as you consider your financial commitment to the Lord’s work, you
might want to consider estate planning. Many sincere, committed Christian
people have not made provision for God in their wills and estate planning.
Now might be a good time to do that. It might be as simple as including a
provision in your will that 10% of the value of your estate will be donated to
the church holding your letter of membership at the time of your passing. Or,
it could involve a planned gift such as a charitable remainder trust. While such
gifts do not provide immediate financial benefit to a stewardship initiative, they
are marvelous gifts of faith commitment to carry on the work of the church for
future generations.
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WHAT DO YOU WANT TO KNOW?
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Is Jacob’s Well trying to become a Mega-Church?
This emphasis is not about growth as much as it is about impacting our community and calling our people to know and become like Jesus. Every week
lives are being changed and new people want to become part of what we have
experienced. Our goal has never been to increase in size or numbers, but to
meet people wherever they are on their journey and to take steps together to
know and become like Jesus. As we continue to get better at helping people
and families do this, we will continue to grow. Healthy things grow. We know it is
irresponsible not to plan and prepare for those God will send.

Isn’t the practice of tithing an old-testament thing?
Tithing is a Biblical concept. We believe the practice of tithing is based on the
principle of First Fruits which teaches us to bring God our first and our best.
Giving of First Fruits was practiced by giving the tithe from the very beginning
of Biblical history with Abel, Abraham and the Patriarchs. This practice predates
the Law of Moses, but is continued as an act of worship in the teaching of Moses.
The practice was continued through David, Solomon, the Prophets, the Kings
and throughout the Old Testament. The principle of First Fruits is referenced
by Jesus, Paul and other New Testament writers. First Fruits and the tithe were
practiced by the church from the earliest times and all through church history.
So, what changed in the New Testament? The New Testament emphasizes that
the practice of giving should be an act of worship done from the heart. There
are warnings about bringing the tithe in a legalistic manner or in such a way to
create personal self-righteousness or to create an image of “generosity” to be
seen by people. Such abuse of the tithe is condemned, but the practice is never
abandoned and is in fact still commanded. Jesus himself corrected the abuses
of the tithe he saw in the religious leaders while being quick to still honor and
require the tithe. See Matt 23:23. Since the practice of First Fruits and the tithe
predate the law and is practiced after the time of the law, we understand it to be
a fundamental principle of spiritual formation and worship. See Malachi 3:6-10.
In addition, because the scripture teaches us to make tithing a matter of the
heart, the tithe is a starting point. Believers are often called to give above our
tithe. This is called an offering and can be given to the poor, ministries outside
the church and other benevolent causes. Ultimately bringing a tithe is an act of
worship for those who have been freed from sin and are seeking to know and
become like Jesus. When done well it comes as an overflow of the heart and
response to God who gave us his first and his best in Jesus.
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Should I only give to the local church?
No. We believe that people should not limit their giving to the local church.
However, we do believe that the tithe is God’s plan to advance the Gospel
through the local church. God’s plan is to fund the local church through the
tithes and offerings of the people. Taking the tithe away from the local church
to give to another ministry, cause, or need not only limits the work of the local
church, but also keeps the person giving in control. When a person uses the tithe
in this way, they are acting as an owner of the resource rather than a steward who
is returning to God what belongs to him as an act of worship and surrender. That
is why the scripture teaches us to bring the tithe into the storehouse of God which
is the local church. The local church is the practical expression of the Kingdom
of God in present time and in a specific place. We do believe that God’s plan for
the expansion of His Church and the spread of the Gospel is accomplished first
through the local church. We strongly encourage people to give above their tithe
as they are able and feel God directing them, not only to special needs at the
church, but to other ministries, causes, and needs in the community and world.
Your convictions may lead you to give additionally outside the church which we
wholeheartedly support.

Should my giving change at the end of the
2 year LEGACY initiative?
The commitment you are making is for two years. After that time, you will have
an opportunity to continue or change your commitment. It is our hope that the
practice of tithing will continue. We also hope that the life change you make in all
areas of your life will continue beyond Legacy and will indeed shape the rest of
your life.

Should my giving be based on my gross pay or my take home pay?
Practicing First Fruits giving would lead us to base off of gross pay as everything
comes from God. However, we believe you should follow God in your convictions
as a steward. Legacy is truly about life change and stewarding everything we
have been given by God.
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What are you asking me to do?
First and foremost, we are asking that you pray and seek God’s direction on what
He is asking of you. Prepare your heart to hear Him and then listen to what He
says. Take your next step. Engage in personal reﬂection with God in this guide.
Talk with your spouse, your family, or others about what this commitment will
mean for this next exciting season of your life.
We are asking that you make a sacriﬁcial commitment to gospel-centered
giving—whatever it is that God leads you to do. Follow His leading.
Finally, we ask that you prepare to be amazed. We serve an awesome God, and
He is going to move in huge ways. We anticipate an unprecedented impact
from our collective Legacy commitments—something only God can do. Please
mark your calendar for Commitment Weekend, November 17/18 and prepare to
experience a life-changing worship service that will forever be remembered as a
deﬁning moment for our church and our own faith.

How is Legacy different from previous stewardship initiatives?
We are more focused on everyone at JW seeing their giving as an integral part of
the discipleship process and then being challenged by God to take a next step.
The bulk of this notebook is focused on helping us dig into some key Biblical
principles that guide us in this area as we follow Jesus. This is our ﬁrst priority—100% engagement in the process. Even if someone wrote us a check today
for $10 million, we would still do this initiative. Whether we’re just starting in our
giving journey or we’re very committed givers, we all have a next step to take
and room to grow in this area.

How does $10 million over two years compare to
current giving at JACOB’S WELL?
Our current annual giving is approximately $3.1M, multiplied by two years is
$6.2M. So, in essence, we’re trusting God to grow our resources by a little more
than $1.9 million per year for a total of $10 million.

Are there additional ways besides cash that I can
give toward Legacy?
Be creative as you explore ways you and your family can give toward Legacy. You
might have some stocks, property, or other items of that nature. Or you may have
stored resources that God has blessed you with in the past that He just might be
calling you to give during this time. Please let us know if you need assistance with
facilitating gifts of property or stock, and we would be happy to help you. Amy
Maziarka is able to assist with all such gifts. amaziarka@jacobswellchurch.church
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What if I have never even given to Jacob’s Well before?
Legacy was crafted speciﬁcally with you in mind. Legacy is a “one fund”
stewardship initiative. It’s different from a traditional capital campaign where
you are called to give an extra gift above and beyond your normal giving, thus
creating two steps for people who aren’t yet giving. Legacy is a call to sacriﬁcial,
gospel-centered giving for absolutely everyone at Jacob’s Well. If you have never
given before, this is your chance to get in the game with a committed sacriﬁce.
We really hope you will.

How long is my commitment?
We are asking that everyone make a two-year (24-month) commitment. The
fulﬁllment period for your commitment will begin with Celebration Weekend
and our First Fruits Weekend offering on December 15/16 and it will culminate
December 31, 2021.

What if I am new around here?
Legacy is about the vision for our church and our personal discipleship in giving
as followers of Jesus. We believe that the local church is one of the most compelling missions to give toward, and we would really love for you to make Jacob’s
Well your home and join us in Legacy. If you are ready for it, this is a perfect time
for you to put a stake in the ground and make this your church.

What if I don’t have a job right now?
What does that mean for my Legacy commitment?
Legacy is about your total, radical, sacriﬁcial giving to God’s mission at Jacob’s
Well. We believe that God calls us to action in times of hardship just as much as
He does in times of abundance, and that looks different for every person. Legacy
is about a heart change—one that is only accomplished by surrendering our lives
completely over to God in this area of giving and declaring that we are a people
who are unﬁnished. That may mean that you are being challenged to sell things,
to pick up odd jobs, or even to trust God in faith by making a commitment that
you don’t quite know how to fulﬁll right now but that you believe God will provide for, as you seek for ways to work towards that commitment. We would like
for 100% of us to be a part of Legacy so that we can all be supporting, loving,
encouraging, and praying for one another through this spiritually-stretching
season at Jacob’s Well.
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What if I am severely in debt right now?
Am I still supposed to give?
If you are someone currently seeking to make payments to pay off debt right now,
we commend you for making progress on that. And you should continue to do so.
We would be happy to help you in this journey and/or to recommend a budgeting
class that might minister to you. Being in debt does not, however, “excuse” someone from giving. Giving isn’t about what God wants from you; rather, it’s about
what God wants for you. It should be our joy and privilege to give at all times.
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY will be offered January 2020
Contact Jenna Kaiser for more info: jkaiser@jacobswellchurch.church

Why should I actually fill out and turn in a Commitment Card?
As you look at what it means to move from being an Owner to a Steward, allow
God to lead you to the place of commitment He has for you and your family.
While the decision and the process of deciding is certainly between you and
God, the physical act of filling out and turning turning in your commitment card
is actually a very important piece of communication for us. Turning in your card
allows us to most accurately project and plan, as we look at moving forward
in paying down debt, funding ministries, establishing replacement funds and
more-- to coordinate all of the moving parts associated with Legacy.

To keep up to date on The Legacy Initiative, go to
www.jacobswellchurch.church/Legacy

133

3211 N 50th Ave Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715-833-2050
www.jacobswellchurch.church

134

3211 N 50th Ave Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715-833-2050
www.jacobswellchurch.church

